Marco Pandolfi
Marco Pandolfi & The Jacknives was born from a fundamental need: playing the blues without compromises, just the real Old School Blues. 
The mutual goal is to recuperate the tradition of the first electric blues, with a naked quality and deep-rooted sound that goes "back to the origins", and to pay homage to the feeling and energy of the black masters.
They firmly avoid the usual standards and too familiar blues clichés, opting for an approach to the sound that is more dynamic than loud and a repertory based on the rediscovery of less familiar blues artists from the 40's, 50's and 60's, and original material.
The Jacknives immediately started playing intensively in clubs and festivals throughout Italy, Switzerland and France, and have had the opportunity to open for artists such as Roomful Of Blues, Carey & Lurrie Bell, Lynwood Slim, Junior Watson, Brian Auger, Janiva Magness, Candye Kane, Corey Harris, Jeff Turmes, Alex Schultz, Sean Costello, Tom Principato, Nine Below Zero, Frank Goldwasser, Kid Ramos, Bob Corritore, The Mannish Boys, etc. 
They have accompanied the saxophone-harmonica player Michael Peloquin (San Francisco-USA), and they’ve been the back up band for the singer-guitarist Richard Ray Farrell (New York-USA) for two tours in Italy and Switzerland.
In 2004 the Jacknives released their first compact disc with the title "Step Back Baby", a tribute to the sound and the artists that have inspired them the most. The CD got many positive reviews (IL BLUES-December 2004-Italy, BLUES & CO-December 2004-France, RootsHighway Ezine-January 2005-Italy, etc) and is yet on air in several blues radios in U.S.A. (KUCI, Irvine-California), France (Radio 666, Caen-France), Belgium (Boom Boom Radio, Namur-Belgique), Denmark and Italy. Step Back Baby has also been voted as one of the best blues records of the year in the French radio program SWEET HOME CHICAGO website. In April 2005 they toured the France (Paris, Leon, Limoges, etc), and got a good review of the Paris concert in the prestigious magazine Soul Bag.
In 2005 the band won the 2006 INTERNATIONAL BLUES CHALLENGE selections for Italy, sponsored by the association “roots & blues”. That means that they have been selected from 62 Italian bands as the best blues group, and that they had to represent their country in the prestigious challenge, which is organized by the Blues Foundation (the most important blues organization in the world). The IBC  is a judged “Battle of the Bands” in which competitors take the stage and play a short set for a panel of judges, and has evolved into the world’s biggest and most respected showcase for blues musicians. That was the first time an Italian band took part in the Memphis challenge. Thanks to the Memphis experience, the band had the opportunity to play at the famous Ground Zero club in Clarksdale (Mississippi) and at many clubs on Beale Street in Memphis (Rum Boogie, etc.); they’ve been interviewed by the legendary Sonny Payne during blues radio program King Biscuit Time, and he also played many songs from their CD; they appeared on a famous television program (Channel 3-WREG) where they talked about IBC with blues foundation president Jay Sieleman and performed an acoustic version of an old Little Walter song. Step Back Baby was declared by the Blues Foundation the TOP SELLER CD of the Blues Challenge 2006. They even had the chance to play with the great Bob Margolin, one of their favourite musician in the Old School Blues vein. Right after the IBC experience, the Jacknives started to work on their second CD, “Too Many Ways”, which contains a lot of new and self-written material.
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marco pandolfi   vocals, harmonica, guitar       @
Marco Pandolfi was brought closer to the blues by listening to Muddy Waters’ records.
Pandolfi has been playing on the Italian blues scene for many years now and has collaborated with some of the most well-known groups throughout Italy and abroad. His harmonica can be heard on tens of albums, including the famous English label Prestige thanks to his collaboration with the guitarist Ruggero Robin. 
Over the years he has participated in some of the most important Italian and European festivals (Delta Blues Festival, Umbria Jazz, Darlington Blues Festival-UK, etc.) and he has had the opportunity to play with artists such as Lurrie Bell, Roomful Of Blues, Bob Margolin, R.J. Mischo, Lynwood Slim, Janiva Magness, Alex Schultz, etc.
He has played on several tours with Richard Ray Farrell, creating an unbeatable duo that was widely acclaimed in Italy, Switzerland and Spain. 
His harmonica has been heard on various radio shows (Radio Deejay, Radio Dimensione Suono, RadioUno RAI) and he has also played on television (Deejay TV, Viva TV).
Even though Pandolfi is admired for his versatility, he has always preferred the powerful low-down-and-dirty sound of the first blues bands coming out of Chicago. The Jacknives, the band he fronts and his most personal project to date, was born to give life to that sound.
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marco gisfredi   guitar         @
Marco Gisfredi started playing the guitar in 1992, immediately focusing on blues and rock ‘n’ roll, inspired by the deep sound of the ‘50s and ‘60s masters. In 1997 he began a full-time collaboration with the bass player/singer Max ‘Jr. Pitta’ Pitardi (ex-Dirty Hands) in the group Jr. Pitta & Junglebeat. They recorded an album (Blue Jungle, 1998) and played in clubs and festivals throughout Italy, also as the opening act for internationally famous musicians such as Louisiana Red, Corey Harris, Robben Ford, Nine Below Zero, etc. 
In 2002 he started playing with Marco Pandolfi: this collaboration gave birth to the Jacknives, a group in which he has refined an incisive and essential sound where the virtuosity is always at the service of the music and the band. Durings these years, he had the opportunity to learn the blues firsthand backing up (during their Italian tours) players such as Lynwood Slim, Mark Hummel, Richard Ray Farrell, Michael Peloquin, J.Monque’D. He visited many times the US, where he had the chance to play with Bob Margolin, R.J. Mischo, Lynwood Slim, Stephen Hodges (Tom Waits, Smashing Pumpkins), John Bazz (Blasters), Nick Moss, Janiva Magness, etc.
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federico patarnello   drums     @
Federico Patarnello has always been dedicated to studying and researching blues music in the attempt to develop a creative unique style yet strictly tied to tradition. Numerous live performances, including an exciting experience in California in which he was able to play with some of the best musicians on the West Coast, have enabled him to refine a sound and sensitivity for this field of music. Over the years Patarnello has had the opportunity to play with Italian and foreign musicians (Enrico Crivellaro, Richard Ray Farrell, Alex Schultz, etc.) and to participate in important festivals, sharing the stage with internationally famous musicians (Lynwood Slim, Junior Watson, Sean Costello, Nine Below Zero, etc.).[image: image4.jpg]



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

luca bernard   up-right & electric bass       @
Luca Bernard learned to play under the influence of internationally well-known jazz musicians (P.Leveratto, P.Ghetti), apart from attending workshops (William Parker, Mark Ribot, Barre Phillips, Buster Williams, Siena Jazz). He has been active in various groups and has played live extensively, both in Italy and abroad.  Bernard has also had the opportunity to accompany some famous musicians from the jazz scene (Umberto Petrin, Garrison Fewell, Lewis Barnes, etc.), apart from playing with internationally acclaimed blues artists such as Bob Margolin, Candye Kane, Alex Schultz, etc.
Inspired by Willie Dixon and bass players from the early Chicago Blues, Jazz and R’n’B from the 40’s and 50’s, he contributes to characterizing the sound of the group by enriching it with swing rhythms.

