Steps Ahead
Steps Ahead, one of the most influential jazz groups since their first debut recording in 1978, "Smokin' In The Pit", began a worldwide tour, this summer, under the leadership of vibraphonist Mike Mainieri. The "Acoustic Group" currently features renowned artists such as saxophonist Bob Berg, pianist Eliane Elias, bassist Marc Johnson and drummer, Peter Erskine. 

The original Steps Ahead was called just Steps and consisted of Mainieri on vibes, Michael Brecker on sax, Don Grolnick on piano, Eddie Gomez on bass and Steve Gadd on drums. It was an acoustic group and in it's subsequent, electricfied incarnations, Mainieri has assumed the helm. He views the band, above all, as a launching pad for young musicians and has filled it's ranks with the best and brightest young talent. Steps alumni includes bassists Marcus Miller, Daryl Jones and Victor Bailey; drummers Peter Erskine, Steve Smith and Clarence Penn; keyboardists Warren Bernhardt, and Rachel Z; saxophonists Bendik and Donny McCaslin.

