Till Brönner
"Calling Till Brönner an aspiring young artist does definitely not suffice, since he has by now probably outsold every other German trumpet player. He is now an international player who is well rooted in the New York jazz scene, which is well known to define the world market." This is how JAZZECHO magazine describes the German jazz export. 

Born in Viersen in 1971, Till experiences his first magical moments with the music of Louis Armstrong and Charlie Parker: "When I first listened to the Bebop of Charlie Parker, it was an ignition. I was 13 years old and it felt like an almost erotic experience. I remember thinking: This is nasty and you should not do this. The music was like a woman trying a pass at me."
Till comes from a family of musicians. After a well-protected childhood he passed a classic education, to go on studying the jazz trumpet at the Cologne Academy of Music. After only three semesters he convinced as a twenty-year-old at an audition for the Berlin RIAS Tanzorchester, taking his first hurdle. Only two years later he made his debut as a bandleader with the mainstream recording GENERATIONS OF LOVE, drawing some attention for the first time.

His next album, MY SECRET LOVE, was dedicated to the Cologne Carnival. A bigger awareness was reached by releasing his third album, GERMAN SONGS, on which he covered old German film songs, arranged for strings and jazz quartet. 

The international breakthrough came with his jazz-fusion album MIDNIGHT. Flanked by jazz legends Dennis Chambers (dr) and Michael Brecker (sax) he is able to establish himself internationally. His enormous diversity was continued on LOVE, an album full of velveteen jazz elegance. Here, he first presented his fragile voice, foreboding the release of CHATTIN' WITH CHET. At the same time he produced Hildegard Knefs Album ABER SCHÖN WAR ES DOCH. 

"Today, the music business is a lowbrow trade. If I were to lead the typical life of a musician, hotel-stage-bus, I would soon give in. I am in it for the music, nothing less." Till seems to have remained grounded in spite of his success, always keeping his stylistic independence. "I do not need to revolutionize music, since everything has been done. The most important factor of jazz is the freedom to make it up as you go along. We play a different concert every night. Each track sounds different, all solos differ from evening to evening, and the DJ plays something else on his turntables. All that is improvisation and improvisation is at the core of it all. No matter what you play, be it jazz, bebop, hip-hop or classical music."

· Born 1971 

· Classical education as trumpet player, study of jazz trumpet at the Cologne Music Academy, Prof. Jiggs Whigham and Jon Eardley. 

· 1989-1991 member of Peter Herbolzheimer Rhythm Combination & Brass. 

· 1991-1998 Trumpet soloist of the former RIAS Tanzorchester, now RIAS Big Band, lead by Horst Jankowski and Prof. Jiggs Whitham. 

· Till plays concerts with Dave Brubeck, James Moody, Monty Alexander, Aki Takase, Joachim Kühn, Chaka Khan, Natalie Cole, Tony Bennett, Ray Brown, Johnny Griffin, Ernie Watts, Klaus Doldinger, Al Foster and many more. 

· First CD in 1993 GENERATIONS OF JAZZ (Minor Music) Featuring Ray Brown on bass and Jeff Hamilton on drums. Awards: Preis der Deutschen Schallplattenkritik (German record critics) and Preis der Deutschen Plattenindustrie (German record industry). 

· Release of MY SECRET LOVE in 1995 (Minor Music), GERMAN SONGS in 1996 (Minor Music), and MIDNIGHT in 1997 (BMG). 

· Release of LOVE, Tills debut on Verve/ Universal in 1998, Till tours Japan, Appearances at several events, e.g. Grimme Award Show, Awards: Jazz Award by Deutsche Phono Akademie 1999, and Golden Disc Award NEW STAR by Japans leading Swing Journal 1999. 

· Release of CHATTIN' WITH CHET in 2000 (Verve/ Universal). 

· Teaching jazz trumpet and improvisation at several universities, e.g. HfM Hanns Eisler (Academy for Music), or the Berlin HdK (Academy of Arts). 

· Producing, composing, and arranging 17 MILLIMETER in 1999 (eastwest), the first release in 20 years by legendary German actor-singer Hildegard Knef. 

· Producing, composing, and arranging SCHLAFSTÖRUNG (INSOMNIA) in 2000 (Amiga/ BMG), released by German actor-singer Manfred Krug. 

· Producing and composing the Original Score of JAZZ SEEN in 2001 (Verve), a Motion Picture directed by Grammy nominee Julian Benedikt. 

· Release of BLUE EYED SOUL in 2002 (Verve/ Universal), pop charts entry top 30. 

· Producing for as diverse artists as Mousse T., Bootsy Collins feat. Snoop Doggy Dog, Mark Murphy, Rosenstolz, The 12 Cellists of the Berlin Philharmonic, and producing the DVD NO ANGELS MEET BIG BAND. 

· Touring Japan and Thailand in summer 2002, in the course of a state visit by German Federal President Johannes Rau. 

· Musical Directing and producing WHEN THE ANGELS SWING in fall 2002 (Polydor/ Universal), CD & DVD. 

· Playing New York Carnegie Hall in December 2003, together with The 12 Cellists of the Berlin Philharmonic. 

· JAZZ NIGHT tour featuring Joy Denalane in Spring 2004. 

