Torun Eriksen
	”Voice of the Year”, ”Shining”, and ”An extraordinary vocal talent”, are just some of the superlatives that Norwegian music critics have recently used to described the amber-voiced talent of Torun Eriksen. Upon its release, her debut album ”Glittercard” (Jazzland, 2003) has garnerd considerable accolades from the Norwegian press. The album engages the listener into the complex, yet captivatingly delicious world of Eriksen’s compositions, and reveals the artful intelligence of her performance. 

With 11 songs written by Torun Eriksen (26), the album was produced by noted musician and producer Bugge Wesseltoft. Deeply impressed by her talent, Wesseltoft has continually sung her praises to the media. ”When Bugge says that Torun Eriksen is one of the greatest vocal talents that he has heard in Norway in many years, its time to wake up and take notice”, wrote PULS. 

Torun Eriksen began her songwriting talents when she was a music student at Skien High School in Norway. She had always sung in gospel choirs, starting at the age of 6, and continuing up until she was 19 – also as a featured soloist in these choirs – and gained a background steeped in soul, jazz and pop. It was through her experience in choirs that she began writing her first compositions, and received an introduction into the world of jazz standards via the Real Book. After moving to Oslo in 1997, she enrolled into the Norwegian Institute for Stage and Studio (NISS). It was there she met other musicians and formed the band Licorice, which performed a selection of funk, soul and disco cover songs, even managing to perform as the backing band for M2M at Disney World, Florida. At the very least, it gave Torun a solid experience in working with larger productions. 

She continued her musical education with other bands, such as recording with Palace of Pleasure on their ”Popoganda” (1999) album and as a guest vocalist on Mulens Portland Combo’s ”Mulens Femte” (2001), and with Knut Halmrast’s ”Little Pillow” (2003). With Mulens Portland Combo she also performed at festivals, the Salvation Army’s charity Christmas concert, and in various national television programs in Norway. 

She has been a featured guest soloist on television, most recently on the NRK TV Beat for Beat show, and has performed with the band Chipahua, from 2002 to 2003, filling Sissel Endresen’s place as vocalist, and appearing at various prestigious jazz festivals such as the Molde International Jazz Festival and Bergen Nattjazz. Sissel Endresen has been a source of guidance and support for Torun, to whom she is indebted for her words of wisdom. 

She is a favored vocalist for use on many other artist’s recordings, and it came as no surprise that her release concert at the club Blå was sold out. ”With a background in R&B, soul and gospel, Torun Eriksen brings us a debut which in amazingly short time has established her as a force to be reckoned with”, wrote the Norwegian newspaper Dagbladet. Dagsavisen wrote, ”She is the voice of the year on the jazz scene.” 

”Norway gives birth to yet another exceptional vocal talent in jazz” wrote VG about her. PULS wrote, ”her music is without exception melodic and beautiful”, and that Torun most certainly has the potential for international success. 

”Glittercard” became an album after Bugge Wesseltoft by chance heard a recording of her song Glittercard. On the basis of that song alone, he offered her a contract for a recording on his label Jazzland. ”It has been absolutely fantastic having Bugge as a producer. He has a way of seeing the big picture when my band and I have been blinded by small details.” says Torun about the production of the album. 

Torun Eriksen wanted her own specific style to be reflected in a band suited to her creative output, so she put together a band with her own personal vision in mind. Kjetil Dalland (bass), Torstein Lofthus (drums), David Wallumrød (keyboards) and Frøydis Grorud (saxophone and flute) have proved to be the perfect dynamic backdrop to Torun’s compositions and vocals. Most importantly, she sites working with Kjetil Dalland as an important partner in her creative process. 

”Glittercard” is released by Jazzland Recordings. The listener will be dazzled by Torun Eriksen’s dark amber-like voice, sensual and with a hint of huskiness. Like a captive perfume, it lingers in the memory and inflames the senses – not lulling them, but awakening them with an enticing musicality. 

	 



	
	 


