David Lee Durham
David Lee Durham was born in the Heart of the Mississippi Delta. He was put on the farm to work at the age of six. David Lee picked 400 lbs. of cotton a day at the age of fourteen - which is a huge amount if you know your history. His upbringing closely parallels the way the blues legends in the past were raised. This upbringing is reflected in how he plays the blues.  

As a boy he would sneak to the local juke joint, look through the window, and watch Howlin Wolf play. David Lee says "that people were having so much fun listening to the music and dancing that he had to learn to play". Inspired by Howling Wolf, David Lee, taught himself on a wire broom guitar. He started playing gospel and later blues. He started playing for the public around the age of sixteen. 

He has opened for B.B. King and Bobby Bland, and has played on the same show as Bobby Rush and Ray Charles. He has toured with Willie Foster.
Early in his career he played on the same shows with other musicians such as Clarence Carter, Blues Boy Willie, Blind Lee, and Shirley Brown.  He has played with Mavis Staples in Chicago.  

He plays and sings his original blues songs as well as the standard blues favorites. One of the original tracts “Swing Tonight” is collaboration between himself and Levan Lortkipanidze, for a unique guitar/flute blues combination. Some others are “My Heart is Filled With Misery”, “I Want To Do It” and “Doing Me Wrong”. "I Want To Do It" is a major crowd pleaser getting the crowd out of their seats and onto the dance floor.

David Lee Durham has given workshops for local universities and he has many blues stories to tell. He was on a blues cruise with Muddy Waters and remembers Muddy Waters wearing a white tux and dancing with the ladies. He knew Albert King well, although he never played on the same show with him. David Lee will sit with the fans during break and talk about his experiences. He will tell you a lot of the real Mississippi Delta juke joint stories. 

David Lee Durham puts on a great blues show and is a favorite of the local fans as well as fans from around the world. He was asked to open for the B.B. King museum ground breaking June 2005. A clip of this can be seen on www.mississippideltabluesinfo.com.

In 2004 he was named the Blues Musician of the Year by the Mississippi Delta Blues Society of Indianola, and represented the Mississippi Delta Blues Society of Indianola at the International Blues Competition. He represented Yazoo City, MS, through the Yazoo Arts and Cultural Alliance at the 22nd International Blues Competiton in January 2006. 

He has been invited to the Rootsway Roots 'n' Blues & Food Festival in Parma, Itlay in June 2006. 

David Lee Durham is considered by many as one of the last of the True Mississippi Delta Bluesmen - the real deal, and a Mississippi Treasure.  He plays at local clubs, festivals and private parties. Recently he released a self produced Cd, Blues for the Night. He is a songwriter as well as a performer.  
 

Levan Lortkipanidze – keyboard, flute, harp, guitar. Levan is a graduate of the Conservatory of Music in The Republic of Georgia. He has been with the band for three years. He is a student at Mississippi Valley State University pursuing another degree. He is a gifted musician playing in many genres. He came to this country by way of Nashville, but found his way to the Mississippi Delta. He has immersed himself in the Mississippi Delta blues, has become a hometown favorite, and has earned the right to be considered a true Mississippi bluesman. Levan was recently presented with the 2005 Blues Musician of the Year Award by the Misissippi Delta Blues Society of Indianola and he was recognized with a Blues Traveling Award at the Jesse Robinson Annual Musicians Christmas Ball in Jackson, MS.

Larry Wright – Drums. Larry is a graduate of Jackson State University. He likes to say he was almost born on Hwy 61. He toured New Zealand with Willy Foster and is featured on Foster’s CD “Live at Airport Grocery”. He played at the Mississippi picnic in New York as a representative of the Mississippi Economic Board. He has traveled widely throughout the United States. Larry is a master with the blues shuffle on the drums. Willie Foster said "Larry has the best downbeat of any drummer I have ever known".

Billy Smiley – Bass and Keyboard. Billy has advanced University Music Degrees and is a teacher. He plays several instruments.  He is from the Greenville area and has played with blues bands throughout the southeast for many years. 

Alphonso Sanders – Saxophone. He received degrees in music from Mississippi Valley State University, Valdosta State University, and the University of Mississippi.  He is presently the Chair of Fine Arts and Director of the BB King Recording Studio at Mississippi Valley State University. Prior to his appointment at MVSU he served as the Director of Jazz Studies at Delta State University; Executive Director of the Delta Music Institute and the music coordinator for the Mississippi Summer Arts Program of the Bologna Performing Arts Center, Cleveland, MS Dr. Sanders has performed as featured guest artist with many outstanding schools and universities throughout the states.  Dr. Sanders has also performed at many recognized jazz festival including the North Sea Jazz Festival, Den Hague, Netherlands; the Montreux Jazz Festival, Montreux, Switzerland; the Mobile Jazz Festival; Many of the Delta Blues Festivals and the 1996 Summer Olympic entertainment festivities at Central Park, Atlanta, GA
 

